A Monday ni

Metro Pool League
has thrived for

more than 30 years

HALIFAX
By Matthew Wuest
Special to The Daily News

nyone who thinks Monday
evening is a quiet night hasn’t met
the guys from the Metro Pool League.

“I look forward to it every Monday
night,” says Dan Fortune, a firefight-
er and league member since 1977,
“When that’s over with, I can’t wait
’til the next Monday night.” :

Each week, the league’s 32 clubs
split themselves into two eight-man
teams (home and road). This week, @
Billiards’ road squad is on the other
side of town facing the Resolute Club
on Inglis Street.

Brad Smith, Q Billiards’ congenial

_captain and a league member for 26
years, delays his game to sit and chat.

“This is the league to play in if
you want to be a recreational player,
meet a lot of different people and gen-

- erally have a good time,” says Smith,
a Halifax native. “It’s a lot of fun.”

The league started in 1972 and has
grown from 80 players to about 800.
Smith, 56, joined in 1977 when he was
working in construction. Now, he’s
the owner of Q Billiards.

“The main reason I play in the
league is it’s an evening out,” Smith
says. “You get to meet a lot of inter-
esting people from all walks of life.”

It’s an enjoyable social atmo-
sphere that breeds many friendships.

“A lot of people that I know in life
TI've met (here),” Smith says. “I first
met Dan (Fortune) through a game in
the Metro Pool League. I've known
him now for 25 years.”

Andy Thurber, Smith’s teammate,
heard about the league from a friend
and joined in the mid-1980s. He was
initially a snoocker player, who
learned the game at Dalhousie Uni-

“versity’s student union building
while getting his chemistry degree.

Thurber, 45, says even though -

there’s a good social atmosphere and
' ho prize money is up for grabs, many
members see it as a serious, competi-
tive sports league. It has a regular sea-
son, playoff and post-season trophies,

. . eariy years, but
4 pool ptay‘er and the c’!ub"s manag

-:2., erbackin 1972, Durant decided to start a

My’ primary interest was © bf;ng peo~

__ ple into the club on Monday night, never

realizing it was going to grow to what it is

today,” said Durant, who thought 10 or
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BOYS’ NIGHT OUT: Jody Berglund of Dave Doolittles lines up a shot.

and players strive for high averages.
“It’s about pool and bragging

rights,” says Thurber, a lab-chemical
salesman. “It’s not a dane¢e hall or

anything.”
The league isn’t made up  of exclu-
sively of older veterans. Chris Evans,

21, works in construction withrhisfa-

ther and is one of the league’s
younger players. The Halifax native
says his skill level was low when he
joined two years ago, but the league’s
welcomlng env1ronment helped hlm

- sit down and talk:
~ “There is nobody mtnmdatmg in this
_league.”

become a top player and make many
new friends.

“There are some good players, but
they’re all the kind of people you can
to” Evans says.

Whether a player is young or old,

“novice or skilled, there’s a cama-

raderie here between the guys.
“It’s a relaxed, good-times atmo-

sphere,” Thurber said. “You start to
_ get to know an awful lot of people.”
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The 1eague aimost fell aparl“ m the

v: it began to exp?ade n the eaﬂy 1980s.

had a status and clubs wanted to become
apartofit” said DuraJ}t whcr xs retired.

1 'creased populanty, say-
ing that it's more of a cocial thing todav

pxe of hard- workmg .

_ Durant, who was the pre51c§ent nii the

'Ieagues fi rst _year, and again for more
“Over the years, | found the league
1980s, still plays m the league.

“It’s very xmportant tome. ive real»
ly built up some good friendships —
probably 10 or 12 people who I ve be-

come close with ™ Durant said.
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