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Metro Pool League
has thrived for
more than 30 years
HALIFAX
By Matthew Wuest
Special to The Ilaily l{ervs

I nyone who thinks Monday
llevening is aquiet night hasn'tmet
the guys from the Metro Pool League.

"Ilookforward to it every Monday
night," says Dan Fortune, a firefight-
er and league member since 1977.
"When that's over with, I can't wait
'til the next Monday night."

Each rryeek, the league's 32 clubs
split themselves into two eight-man
teams (home and road). This week, Q
Billiards' road squad is on the other
side of town facing the Resolute CIub
on Inglis Street.

Brad Smith, Q Billiards' congenial
captain and a league member for 26
years, delays his game to sit and chat.

"This is the league to play in if
you want to be a recreational player,
meet a lot of different people and gen-
erally have a good time," says Smith,
a Halifax native. "It's a lot of fun."

The league started in 1972 and has
grown from B0 players to about 800.
Smith, 56, joined in 197? when he was
working ln construction. NoW he's
the owner of Q Billiards.

"The main reason I play in the
ledgue is lt's an evening out," Smith
says. lYou get to meet a lot of inter-
esting people from all walks of life."

It's an enjoyable social atmo-
sphere that breeds many frientlships.

1A lot of people tfiat I know in life
I've met (here)," Smith says. "I first
met Dan (Fortune)through a game in
the Metro Pool League. Ilve known
him now for 25 years."

Andy Thurbeq Smith's teammate,
heard about the league from a friend
and joined in the mid-1980s. He was
initiaiiy a snooker player, who
learned the game at Dalhousie Uni-
versity's student union building
while getting his chemistry degree.i Thurber, 45, says even though
therels a good social atmosphere and
no prize inoney is up for grabs, many
members see it as a serious, competi-
tive sports league. It has a regular sea-
son, playoff and post-season trophies,

and players strive for high averages. become a top player and make many
"Itls about pool and bragging newfriends.

rights," saysThurbe4, a lab-chemi.cal "There are some good players, but
salesman. "It's not a danel!.hall or'-' they'reallthekin{g"f peopleyoucan
anything.l' qit down and talk:t-,"' Srans says.

The league isn't made up of exclu- "There is nobody intimidating in this
sively of older veterans. Chris Evans, league." :.i :

21, works in construction with his fa- Whether a player is young or old,
ther and is one of the league's novice or skilled, there's a cama-
younger players. The Halifax native raderie here between the guys.
says his skill leve1 was low when he "It's a relaxed, good-times,atmo-
joined. two years ago, but the league's sphere," Thrrrber said. "You start to
welcoming environment helped him get to know an awfuliot of people."
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BOYS' NIGHT OUT: lody Bergtund ol Dave lbolittlea finas up a shot

,::,...tl: t'IEAX..,.,..t!,',.,..:.',.,',,:,,..:.Jt..:....,..,.]i,.,.;l:.

BlrHurcryt{$est .S i.rltollle IhiUNerc : :

nn Orr*r.l*umriiA to spbe up f.aonOav

nights ai the Painters Club on Granville
Street.

As a ooo! olayer and the clLbls nE
:;rr : ier:backr:ln,t97* Durahr detided:tO: $t8rtra

'ft4onOa,night poot teagte - and with that,
the Metro fool League was bom.

:llw piimary interest WAs to bnng pe+
ple into the club on Monday niglrt, qever

realiiing ii was going to grow to wtrat it is
todayJ' said Durani, who thougnt fO or
12 teams wouH he fha limif

l,,'r.'r;:,ftqleAB-ngi:*l+f :rc*ed:,Um,ab*,
8b playdrs, beg€n \ivith the Palnters
Club, Civic Workers Club; Carpenters
Ctub anc Steaffiueis ctun;

The league "almost fell apart' in the
,, 

;,,, ear]y, v€a r$,,, 
; 
biut: alicouple: of li6idl.@iking

,;,,,exec iv,g i i:tloim:loj,tim0ie,,an-d,,,Helb,
,',: Fet€fsen,r=irfl r]lgd :,rit:.bask: !.o.g.e1hei-rAnd

,,iiiittie,gqn,.{e",eipl0&,lin,:!herearly:i1980s,,.:
"Over the veais, t torna tne ieague

had a status and clubs wanted to become
a part ot it," iaid Durant, who is retired.

Durant credits the league's growth

,',,,torthe,,8afu€.is,::iner€ased::popular[,sa,
,,.::i:in*rthat:,iti'S mofe,Of ,A]SOGia{,rthringt0dav,

tharlirthei:hu E[il:g-aEb]t:w ::ffi6nrhE:

leeinedtofta, , : ' :

i; .ir,,.ilE yJpt+yed..for.rnoney;l.t.Errar6

$Ai$,,$$or,ne,rof ,.thc::1@,ungei:,gliy,s,,mnlt
undef;grrd, l1ow,]]l,,ft,at:them;;,but !!is:E+
cau5e,,,t,,*r,,F,.u,o,1,in,t,!.hat,,.-a,trn Ohere,
wh€ierthEi6rwag:iarygyi:p.reBure,1,,,,,,;*;1;1,i

:,,,::::i:9u{5nt; ho::tlas':the:p{g*idefitr:ililiths
league s first yeai; ano again ioi moie
than half a decade during the earty-
1980s, stit! ptaVs in the league.

;,1,,,,,,,4ltlt,,very,,1r,n,FQrtan{:to,,nre,1:,1,'verrrEaq
Iy::b*Jilt:r:u:p,:Soms rgood ::fi'!.e:nd$rhi:ps::
p.r0bablv,,,10,,,or,,12 :,peoplgiw o'::qte:,:b'e
eome, glbse,,withlr,Dufaflt,sai ;,,,,:,,,,,,,,,,,,,:,,:,,


